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God  help  the  Man,  condemn’d,  by  cruel  Fate, 

To  court  the  Teeming  or  the  real  Great  ! 

Much  Sorrow  fttall  he  feel,  and  fuffer  more 
Than  any  Siave  who  labours  at  the  Oar. 

By  flavifti  Methods  muft  he  learn  to  pleafe, 

By  fmooth-tongued  Flattery,  that  curft  court  Difeafe\ 
Supple  to  ev’ry  way-ward  Mood  ftrike  Sail, 
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To  Nature  dead  he  muft  adopt  vile  Art, 
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And  Conference  ne’er  muft  fpeak  unlefs  in  Dreams. 
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To  the  PUBLIC. 

IF  a  man  may  be  forgiven  an  over-anx¬ 
ious  concern  about  his  reputation,  it 
is  certainly  pardonable  in  him  who  is  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  who  therefore  might 
hope  that  the  good  opinion  of  the  world 
would  be  produrtive  of  his  future  advan¬ 
tage.  Of  what  avail  (beyond  the  circle 
of  our  acquaintance)  is  the  efteem  of  this 
world,  at  the  time  we  are  going  out  of 
it  ?  Did  I  imagine  I  were  near  my  grave, 
I  fhould,  mod  afluredly,  not  think  of 
troubling  the  public  with  thefe  Letters. 
But  as,  according  to  the  common  courfe 
of  nature,  I  may  have  many  years  to  live, 
and  as  I  have  to  expert  my  future  fuccefs 
in  life  from  my  own  indudry  and  good 
chararter,  I  will  for  once  make  a  public  ap¬ 
pearance  in  print,  and  hazard  my  name 
with  my  writings.  I  cannot,  in  truth,  avoid 
it  j  if  I  mean  to  vindicate  my  condurt  to 
every  one  with  whom  I  have  the  honour 
of  being  acquainted.  The  publication  of 
the  following  Letters  is  the  readied  way  of 
anfwering  the  many  quedions,  that  have 

been 
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been  afked  me,  about  the  reafon  of  the 
Earl  of  Hcpetoun’s  not  being  willing  to 
fee  me  for  thefe  three  lafl:  years  part,  and 
of  his  having  withdrawn  from  me  his 
friendly  fupport.  Excepting  what  is  con¬ 
tained  in  thefe  Letters,  I  have  not,  in 
thought,  word,  or  deed,  been  guilty  of 
anything  to  offend  his  Lordfhip ;  and  f 
hope  X  fhail  be  pardoned  this  public  affer- 
tion,  when  it  will  be  confidered,  that  to 
have  great  relations,  and  to  be  forfaken  by 
them,  is  more  difadvantageous  to  a  man’s 
fortune,  than  to  have  no  relations  alive  in 
the  whole  world :  it  carries  a  prefump- 
tion  along  with  it,  that  he  has  been  guilty 
or  fome  very  criminal  or  difhonourable 
adion,  by  which  he  has  forfeited  the  ef- 
teem  of  his  neareft  kin,  and  of  thofe  who 

are  mofb  immediately  concerned  in  his 
welfare. 

As  to  the  fubjed  itfelf  of  many  of  thefe 
Letters,  the  reader,  I  believe,  will  find 
it  interefting.  Though  the  fads  be  not 
new,  nor  the  heads  of  the  debates  on 
them  which  I  have  given,  I  have  fome- 
times  ventured  to  reafon  upon  them  in 
rny  own  manner.  If  I  have,  thereby, 

thrown 
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thrown  no  new  light  on  fome  principal 
queftions,  my  relation  of  the  tranfa&ions 
I  have  mentioned  will,  at  leaft,  ferve 
fome  future  hiftorian,  as  corroborating  evi¬ 
dence,  to  prove  what  a&ually  did  pafs  in 
certain  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Had  I  however  formerly  imagined,  I 
fhould  have  ever  made  other  ufe  of  thefe 

r 

Letters,  than  as  memorandums  for  my 
own  reading  (which  I  did  not  think  of  at 
firft,  or  I  would  have  kept  copies  from  the 
beginning  of  my  correfpondence)  I  ihould 
have  been  at  more  pains  in  their  compo¬ 
sition.  To  alter  their  flile  now ,  would 
take  off  from  their  appearance  of  origi¬ 
nality,  and  thwart  the  defign  of  their 
publication,  I  am  not  fo  felicitous  about 
the  reputation  of  a  good  writer ,  as  to  pre- 
ferve  in  the  world  the  character  of  a  good 
Citizen. 

JOHN  HOPE. 
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LETTER  I 


To  LORD  HOPE. 

London,  24  Jan.  1769. 

I  SENT  you  no  Gazette  on  Saturday  laft, 
having  nothing  to  mention  but  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Bramber  election  ;  it  went, 
contrary  to  my  expe&ation,  in  favour  of 
the  petitioners  j  but  I  had  no  hand  in  it, 
for,  as  I  faw  the  merits  were  not  on  lord 
Granby’s  fide,  and  I  could  not  vote  againft 
him,  I  was  glad  to  get  homebody  to  draw 
off  with  me.  Mr.  George  Clive  and  I 
agreed  to  be  abfent  at  the  divilion. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  Houfeof  Lords 
but  the  Douglas  caufe.  Lord  Advocate 
finiflaedhis  fpeech  there  yefterdayj  it  had 
lafted  three  days,  and  he  fpoke  between 
four  and  five  hours  every  day.  '  People  in 
general  feem  to  think  very  well  both  of 
him  and  his  caufe. 
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We  had  a  good  deal  of  converfation  yef- 
*erday  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  Mr.  Martin,  the 
banker,  made  a  motion,  that  John  Wilkes, 

4 

Etq;  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  tho’  confin¬ 
ed  in  the  King’s  Bench  prifon  for  publifh- 
ing  a  fcandalous  and  feditious  libel,  was 
entitled  to  privilege  of  parliament.  He 
introduced  it  with  a  very  fenlible  ftudied 
fpeech  on  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedt ;  but 
his  main  argument  contained  too  much  of 

o  v 

the  fubtlety  of  the  law.  He  faid,  that  as 
the  refolution  of  the  lad  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  declared  the  writer  and  pitblijher  of 
a  libel  not  entitled  to  privilege,  it  ought 
to  have  been  the  writer  or  pu  blither  to 
have  comprehended  Mr.  Wilkes,  who, 
being  convicted  only  of  publijhing ,  was 
guilty  but  of  half  the  crime.  He  was  an- 

fw'red  bv  lord  North,  who  faid  he  had  no 
✓ 

ebjedtion  to  the  motion,  provided  he  had 
leave  to  make  fome  amendments  to  it  ;  for 
he  faid  it  was  neceffary  (fince  Mr.  Wilkes 
‘was  there  deferibed)  to  give  the  whole  of 
his  deibription,  and  then  gentlemen  would 
be  able  more  properly  to  judge  if  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  entitled  to  privilege.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly 


i 

ill 
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cordingly  got  leave  to  add,  (i  that  being? 
Cc  alfo  confined  for  writing  and  publifhing 
<c  a  prophane,  impious  and  obfcene  libel, 
€t  &c.”  Altho’  fome  objections  were  made 
to  this  amendment, becauie  it  was  alledged, 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  not  in  aCtual  con¬ 
finement  for  the  laid  offence,  but  for  the 
firft.  They  were  however  over-ruled ;  and 
Mr.  Martin  and, his  friends  then  defired 
leave  to  withdraw  the  motion,  and  call  for 
the  order  of  the  day.  They  difclaimed 
all  intentions  of  making  it  a  particular 
cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  they  faid  they  in¬ 
tended  the  motion,  by  way  cf  refcinding 
the  former  refolution  of  parliament ;  and 
as  it  was  a  general  cafe,  they  did  not  de¬ 
fire  Mr.  Wilkes  to  be  particularly  men¬ 
tioned  in  it;  they  defired  to  have  another 
day  fixed  for  debating  it  in  form.  It  was 
anfwered,  that  whatever  were  their  inten¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  particularly 
mentioned  and  defcribed  ;  and  as  that  gen¬ 
tleman  was  to  appear  at  the  bar  on  Friday 
next,  it  was  extremely  proper  to  determine 
before  that  day,  whether  he  was  entitled 
to  privilege  or  not. 


•f 


■  r 


> 


I 


-  (  12  ) 

The  order  of  the  day  was  therefore  op- 
pofed,  and, the  queftion  being  put,  Whether 
the  order  of  the  day  ihould  be  called  for  ? 
It  was  carried  in  the  negative,  155  to  71. 
It  was  then  voted,  without  further  debate, 
that  Mr.  John  Wilkes  was  not  entitled  to 
privilege  of  parliament.  The  fpeakers  on 
the  contrary  fide,  were  Mr.  Martin,  Mr. 
Beckford,  Mr. Grenville,  Mr.  Dowdefwell, 
Mr.  Barre,  Mr.  Glynn,  Sir  William  Me¬ 
redith,  Sir  George  Saville,  Mr.  Burke  and 
Mr.  James  Townfhend.  Belides  lord 
North,  Mr.  Conway  and  Mr.  Dyfon,  there 
were  very  few  fpeakers  againft  Mr.  Wilkes. 


l  e  rr- 
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LETTER  II.  ' 

To  LORD  HOPE. 

London,  30  Jan.  1769. 

1  Think  it  was  on  Tuefday  that  I  wrote 
to  you  laft ;  I  intended  to  have  dis¬ 
patched  you  another  letter  on  Thurfday, 
but  I  came  home  fo  ill  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  I  was  obliged  to  go  im¬ 
mediately  to  bed.  I  lay  there  quietly  for 
two  days,  which,  with  your  favourite  re¬ 
medy  of  bleeding,  has  freed  me  almoft  of 
my  complaints  >  a  fever  and  a  ftifF  back. 
Having  been  confined  fo  long,  and  having 
had  nobody  but  fellow  citizens  near  me,  I 
fhall  be  at  a  lofs  to  fill  up  my  fheet  with 
news ;  but  if  I  find  myfelf  difficulted,  I 
can  give  you  fome  of  my  fick-bed  medi¬ 
tations  ;  and  fhould  they  not  afford  you 
equal  edification  with  my  political  intelli¬ 
gence,  you  muft  have  the  charity  to  fup- 
pofe  they  are  but  the  productions  of  a  dis¬ 
tempered  brain.  , 

The  Houfe  of  Lords  have  been  con- 

* 

ftantly  employed  in  the  Douglafs  caufe. 

The  • 
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r!  he  Advocate  I  am  told  finifhed  his  fpeech 
io  pathetically,  as  to  draw  tears  from  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  hearers.  I  believe  almoft  all 
the  council  have  now  fpoken.  Wedder- 
burn  fhone  greatly.  As  I  have  not  been 
in  the  Hcufe  myielf,  and  have  feen  hut 
one  perfon  lately  who  had  been  there,  I 
can  give  no  kind  of  opinion  about  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  pleading.  The  Lords  proceed 
on  the  caufe  on  Wednefday  next. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  were  la  ft  Wed¬ 
nefday  occupied  in  reading  the  American 
papers  :  Copies  of  all  letters  and  in- 
ftrudtions  paffed  between  his  Majeftv's 
minifters,  governors  and  commanding  of¬ 
ficers,  on  the  affairs  of  our  colonies  for 
thele  two  years  lafl  paid.  They  were  vo¬ 
luntarily  laid  before  us  by  government,  al¬ 
though  alderman  Beckford  had  threatened 
to  call  for  them,  if  they  were  not  produ¬ 
ced.  Apropos  of  the  Alderman  ;  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  a  letter  from  Meffrs.  Hope  of 
Amflerdam,  he  has  made  me  very  warm 
promifes  of  friendfhip  and  fupport.  The 
confideration  of  the  American  affairs  (ad¬ 
journed  to  Ihurfday  lafl)  engaged  the 
Houfe  in  a  long  debate,  that  Jailed  till 

four 
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i 

four  o’clock  in  the  morning  j.  I  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  withdraw  myfelf  before  the  debate 
was  half  over.  The  firft  part  of  it  was 
upon  the  queftion  of  receiving  a  petition 
from  an  inhabitant  of  Bofton,  and  the 
Houfe,  upon  a  diviiion  of  136  to  105,  re- 
folved  not  to  receive  it. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committe  to  confider  of  the  American  pa¬ 
pers  j  and  it  being  moved,  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  fhould  agree  to  the  feveral  refolu- 
tions  of  the  Lords,  fent  down  for  our  con¬ 
currence,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 
The  votes  were  about  two  to  one.  Thefe 
feveral  refolutions  declared  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  at  the  late  meetings  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  our  colonies,  affembled  without 
authority  of  the  governors,  to  be  illegal ; 
the  circular  letters  from  the  different  pro¬ 
vinces  to  be  unwarrantable  and  unjufti- 
fiablej  the  late  riots  and  difturbances  in 
the  colonies,  to  be  fub ver five  of  all  order 
and  government ;  with  many  farther  de¬ 
clarations  equally  indifputable  by  any  bo¬ 
dy,  born  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
too  long  for  me  to  trouble  you  with  at 
prefent.  To  thefe  refolutions  was  added 

a  pe- 
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a  petition  to  his  Majefty,  to  inftrudt  hia 
governors  and  commanding  officers  in 
America,  to  apprehend  all  perfons  fuf- 
pedted  of  trealon  or  mifprifion  of  treafon, 
and  to  fend  them  over  to  Great  Britain,  to 
be  tried  before  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice. 
Now,  1  think,  I  cannot  time  my  fick-bed 
meditations  more  properly  than  at  this 
very  period.  If  I  had  fpoken  in  the 
Houfe,  I  fhould  have  touched  on  none  of 
the  arguments  againfi  this  lad;  patriotic 
meafure,  which  were  advanced  by  much 
more  learned  and  refpedtabie  members  ; 
but  I  fhould  have  begged  leave  to  obferve, 
that  it  would  not  be  improper,  before  we 
gave  our  concurrence  to  the  petition,  to 
coniider  maturely  of  this  previous  quef- 
tion  i  whether,  to  all  human  appearance, 
we  were  rnoft  likely  to  preferve  the  colonies 
united  to  us,  for  a  longer  fpace  of  time, 
by  allowing  them  all  the  privileges  of  Bri¬ 
tons,  and  by  treating  them  mildly  as  fel- 
low  fubjedts,  than  by  governing  them  dif- 
poticly  as  a  conquered  people.  That,  by 
nature,  that  extenlive  country  of  North 
America  has  never  been  ordained  to  be 
ultimately  ruled  by  this  little  illand.  In  a 

few 
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lew  years  we  muft  exped  to  fee  the  Atiiei 
ricans  become  independent  and  (hake  us 
off.  That  no  one  can  doubt,  that,  with 
an  army  lately  Oppofed  to  half  the  power* 
of  Europe,  we  are  not  at  prefent  able  to 
keep  the  colonies  in  fubjedtion  j  but  whe¬ 
ther  we  (hall  be  fufficiently  drong  to  do  it, 
when  we  {hall  have  the  united  forces  of 
France  and  Spain  armed  again  for  our  de- 
ftrudtion,  is  a  Confideration  that  fhould 
make  uS  paufe  ;  that  tho’  I  fuppofed  that 
point  had  been  ferioufly  deliberated  upon  in 
the  Cabinet  Council,  yet  having  heard  no¬ 
thing  of  it  agitated  in  Parliament,  I  had 
taken  the  liberty  to  fugged  it  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  as  a  matter  mod  highly  Worthy  of 
their  attention ;  that,  in  my  humble  opi¬ 
nion,  indead  of  fending  out  a  Star  Cham¬ 
ber  order,  we  ought  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
jedy,  to  indrudt  the  governors  of  the 
feveral  colonies,  to  fignify  to  the  adem- 
blies  (when  they  were  again  afiembled, 
for,  at  prefent,  there  is  not  one  of  them 
but  what  has  been  hadily  didolved)  that 
it  was  his  Majedy’s  defire,  they  fhould  fend 
commiffioners  to  treat  with  his  Parlia- 

C  ment ; 
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ment ;  to  reprefent  their  grievances,  and 
to  confult  in  what  mariner  they  fhould  be 
hereafter  governed  by  Great  Britain.  That 
the  late  meafures  of  the  minidry  were 
certainly  juftifiable  by  precedent,  and  the 
antient  method  of  ruling  the  colonies ; 
but  that  no  one  could  imagine  they  could 
long  prevail,  after  riches,  encreafed  popu¬ 
lation,  and  amicable  confederacies  fhould 
have  united  the  Americans  to  oppofe  themj 
and  fhould  have  emboldened  thofe  defcen- 
dents  of  Prefbyterians,  Puritans,  Dutch 
Republicans,  and  Independants,  to  fland 
forth  and  aflert  thofe  principles  of  liberty, 
which  lie  latent  in  their  breads ;  that  all 
the  petitions  and  remondrances  fent  over 
from  them  are  fcarcely,  as  yet,  overt 
marks  of  what  we  may  expert.  That  the 
above  meafure,  if  it  had  no  other  effedt, 
would  at  lead  quiet  the  minds  of  our  fel¬ 
low  fubjedts,  and  gain  time  for  the  profe- 
cution  of  violent  meafures,  if  no  agree¬ 
ment  for  an  union  with  our  colonies  could 
take  place. 

I  mud  make  my  harangue  fhort,  or  I 
fhall  have  no  time  to  mention  any  thing 

of 
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of  the  proceedings  on  Mr.  Wilkes’s  peti¬ 
tion.  The  tranfition  you’ll  perhaps  think 
very  natural,  fo  with  the  fmaller  hefitation 
1  proceed. 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  on  Friday  lad,  when  he  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Houfe  whether  he,  being 
elected  a  Knight  of  the  Shire,  &c.  could 
be  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  without  deli¬ 
vering  in  his  qualification,  .and  taking  the 
oath  required  by  adt  of  parliament,  palled 
in  the  third  year  of  his  late  Majelty’s  reign, 
entituled.  An  adt  to  enforce  and  render 
more  effectual  the  laws  relating  to  the  qua¬ 
lification  of  the  members,  &c.  He  was 
ordered  to  withdraw  ;  and  the  Houfe  then 
refolved,  that  Mr.  Wilkes’s  appearing  in 
his  prefent  lituation  at  the  bar,  without 
taking  the  oaths,  was  not  any  offence 
within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  add 
aforefaid.  Previous  to  that  refolution  the 
Houfe,  by  a  majority  of  278  to  126,  had 
refolved,  that  the  council  for  Mr.  Wilkes 
be  not  admitted  to  be  heard  on  any  of  the 
allegations  contained  in  his  petition,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  of  the  complaint  of  the  re- 

C  2  cords 
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cords  being  altered,  and  the  charge  againft; 
Ph.  C.  Webb,  Efq.  Nothing  further  paf- 
fed  that  day.  The  hearing  of  the  petition 
was  adjourned  to  this  evening.  It  is 
now  near  9  o’clock,  and  I  have  heztrd 
nothing  of  what  is  going  forward. 

v„-  *  '  '  '  1  '* 
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LETTER  IIL 
To  LORD  HOPE. 

I 

London,  4  Feb.  1769* 

T  Have  not  been  out  fince  my  laft,  To  all 
■  the  news  I  can  give  you  is  from  hear- 
fay.  Mr.  Wilkes  has  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  public  fo  much  this  week,  that 
no  body  has  enquired  what  was  palling  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  or  what  has  been 
done  in  the  Douglafs  caufe.  The  Com¬ 
mons  have  been  employed  thefe  four  days 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  have  fat 
every  day  till  between  two  and  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning  ;  they  firft  found  his  peti» 
tion  frivolous,  wicked,  and  malicious,  and 
voted  accordingly  ;  they  next  concurred 
with  the  refolution  of  the  Lords,  decla- 

0 

ring  his  introductory  letter  to  the  copy  of 
one  publifhed  in  the  St.  James’s  Chronicle, 
from  lord  Weymouth  to  Daniel  Ponton, 
to  be  a  fcandalous  and  feditious  libel ;  and 
laftly,  they  have  expelled  him  the  Ploufe 
of  Commons;  but  in  what  manner,  or  how 
the  motion  for  his  expulfion  was  worded, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  learn.  They  fay 

a  bill 
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a  bill  is  to  follow  next,  to  render  him  for 
ever  incapable  of  fitting  in  Parliament, 
without  which  they  certainly  will  have 
done  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  I  fuppofe  it 
will  oe  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  which 
will  alfo  incapacitate  him  from  being  an 
alderman ;  he  will  otherwife  give  them 
more  trouble  in  that  office,  than  ever  he 
would  do  with  his  oratory  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 


\ 


i 
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LETTER  IV. 


To  LORD  HOPE. 


London,  7  Feb.  1 769. 


S  I  am  not  allowed  to  go  abroad  yet 


jtx  (any  farther  than  to  take  an  hour’s 
airing)  I  know  nothing  of  what  is  palling 
at  Weftminller,  and  all  my  intelligence 
is,  of  courfe,  confined  to  the  two  inclofed 
papers :  The  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  of  Friday  lad,  containing  the  refo- 
lution  of  Mr.  Wiikes’s  expulfion ;  and 
the  faid  gentleman’s  addrefs  to  the  free¬ 
holders  of  Middlefex,  in  confequence  of 
that  refolution.  Mark  the  number  4^  of 
the  votes,  which  feme  think  has  come  as 
a  judgment  upon  him ;  but,  which  will 
dill  remain  his  lucky  number,  if  the  mi¬ 
nidry  are  not  able  to  proceed.  The  car¬ 
rying  this  point  of  expelling  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  the  propofed  voting  of  a  fupply 
-  lor  the  700,000  k  arrears  of  the  civil  lid, 
are  the  conditions  on  which  the  prefent 
people,  ’tis  faid,  are  continued  in  admi- 
nidration. 


You’ll 


I 
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You’ll  fee  in  the  news,  that  Sir  F.  Nor¬ 
ton  is  rewarded  for  his  fervices ;  and  it  is 
reported,  that  Mr.  Wedderburnis  bought 
off  with  a  penfion  of  1800I.  Inftead  of 
the  700,000  1.  above-mentioned,  I  think 
it  would  not  be  amifs  to  vote  a  million  a 
year  to  the  civil  lift,  to  be  divided  among 

the  members:  which  would  afford  to  each 

* 

of  us  a  penfion  of  about  1800 1  .per  annum . 
for  life. 


Yours,  &c« 


t  E  T- 


/ 
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LETTER  V. 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 

London,  u  Feb.  1769. 

LORD  Hope  tells  me,  it  is  more  pro¬ 
per  I  fhould  addrefs  my  Gazettes  to 
your  Lordfhip,  as  the  head  of  the  family, 
than  to  him,  who  is  but  a  feeble  limb  ; 
and  this  reafon  he  has  accompanied  with 
fuch  a  prevailing  argument  of  two  hun" 
dred  pound  weight*,that  there  is  no  with- 

flanding  it ; - 1  mull;  in  future  addrefs 

them  to  your  Lordfhip,  though  I  fhould 
rilk,  by  my  nonfenfe,  the  forfeiting  your 
eileem. 

I  have  not  been  at  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

* 

mons  iince  my  illnefs  j  fo  that  my  flock 
of  intelligence  is  very  fmall.  As  my  doc¬ 
tor  allows  me  to  go  there  on  Monday,  I 
hope  next  week  to  be  better  fupplied.  Ex¬ 
cept  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
American  affairs  on  Wednefday  lafl,  when, 
after  a  long  debate,  the  Houfe  refolved 
to  concur  with  the  refolutions  fent  down 

*  In  payment  of  an  annuity,  granted  me  by  the  earl  of 
Hopetoun,  towards  defraying  my  expences  during  the 
time  I  Ihould  remain  in  Parliament,  and  which  of  courfe  I 
forfeited  on  my  lofing  my  feat. 

D  to 
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to  them  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  no-* 
thing  has  been  going  forward  fince  my 
laft  letter,  but  the  hearing  of  the  petition 
againft  the  Northampton  election.  I  am 
told  it  is  likely  to  be  determined  againft 
the  fitting  members. 

Captain  Stewart  fays,  he  has  heard  from 
undoubted  authority,  that  Mr.  Dundas 
is  to  withdraw  his  petition  againft  me ;  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  it  here,  tho’  per¬ 
haps  I  may  before  the  2 3th. 

Mr.  Dundas  was  accidentally  introduced 
to  the  duke  of  Grafton,  by  lord  Rofeberry, 
on  the  very  day  on  which  I  paid  my  refpedts 
to  his  Grace  ;  and  1  had  the  fatisfadlion  ta 
fee  he  only  made  Mr.  Dundas  a  formal 
dry  bow  ;  but,  when  it  came  to  my  turn, 
he  afked  me  (1  fuppofe  as  fitting  mem¬ 
ber)  fome  very  civil  queftions. 

It  is  fuppoled  the  Houfe  of  Lords  will 
iinifh  the  Douglas  caufe  next  week. 

I  am.  See. 

•  *  *  #  *  * 

P.  S.  I  inclofe  to  your  Lordfhip  the 
votes,  with  the  refolutions  regarding 

America.  Pleafe  to  order  theft  and  the 

’  « 

laft  fent  to  be  returned  to  me. 


LET- 
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LETTER  Vi. 


To  THE  EARL  OF  HOPETOUN* 

I 

London,  18  Feb.  1769# 

THOUGH  little  has  paired  this  week,' 
it  has  not  been  barren  of  events  3 
Mr.  Wilkes,  as  the  papers  will  have  in¬ 
formed  your  Lordfhip,  was  without  op- 
pofition  rechofen  for  Middlefex  on  Thurf- 
day  lad,  and  yefterday  (the  very  day  after* 
his  election)  he  was,  by  a  relolution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  declared  incapa¬ 
ble  of  fitting  in  the  prefent  Parliament, 
The  motion  was  made  by  lord  Strange  in 
thefe  words : 

That  Mr.  John  Wilkes,  having  been 
expelled  this  Houfe,  was  and  is  thereby 
incapacitated  from  being  elected  to  fit  in 
this  prefent  parliament. 

The  principal  objections  made  to  this 
motion  were,  that  it  was  wholly  unpre¬ 
cedented  }  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole’s  cafe 
was  the  only  one  that  approached  it  j  but 
that,  though  he  did  not,  after  being  ex¬ 
pelled,  fit  again  in  the  fame  parliament, 
yet  it  was  no  otherwife  declared  that  he 

D  Z  could 
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could  not  lit,  than  by  a  repeated  expul- 
fion  ;  that  fuch  a  refolution  was  an  in¬ 
fringement  upon  the  rights  of  eledion  in 
the  people,  which,  if  once  allowed,  there 
would  remain  but  one  dep  more  to  de¬ 
prive  them  totally  of  their  freedom  of 
eledion  ;  and  that  would  be,  to  declare 
whom  they  Ihould  and  mud  eled  to  re- 
prefent  them  in  Parliament  j  that  the  ex¬ 
pelling  Mr.  Wilkes  the  fird  time  was  but 
a  cenfure,  declaring  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe,  that  he  was  an  unfit  perfon  to  fit 
among  them,  and  thereby  returning  him 
to  his  condiments  for  their  reconfidera- 
tion  ;  but  if  they,  of  a  different  opinion, 
thought  proper  to  obtrude  him  on  the 
Houfe,  there  was  no  precedent  to  judify 
the  expelling  him  for  ever .  That,  in  this 
lad  cafe,  his  expulfion  became  a  punifh- 
ment,  and  a  heavy  one  too,  for  offences 
for  which,  by  the  laws  of  his  country,  he 
had  already  differed. — When  it  was  per¬ 
ceived  that  thofe  arguments  had  no  effed, 
an  amendment  was  propofed  to  the  mo¬ 
tion,  of  adding  or  fpecifying  the  offences 
for  which  he  had  been  expelled  ;  by  which 
would  have  been  avoided  the  precedent  of 

a  perfon 
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a  perfon  becoming  incapacitated  from  be¬ 
ing  re-eledted,  on  the  foie  event  of  his 
being  once  expelled  the  Houfe.  But  the 
motion  without  amendment  was  infilled 
on,  and  for  reafons  alledged,  that  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Walpole  having  been  repeatedly  ex¬ 
pelled  the  Houfe,  it  was  tacitly  underllood 
that  he  could  not  fit  again  in  the  fame  par¬ 
liament  3  that  an  expulfion  in  the  prefent 
cafe  would  be  a  mere  mockery, if  it  did  not 
import,  that  theperfon  expelled  could  not  be 
re-eledted  3  that  it  was  fafer,  by  a  refolution 
of  the  Houfe,  to  expel  and  declare  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  any  offence  incapacitated  from  fit¬ 
ting  in  Parliament,  than,  by  an  adt  of  the 
whole  Jegiflative  body,  to  leave  any  power 
in  the  Lords  to  declare  who  were  proper 
or  improper  perfons  to  reprefent  the  Com¬ 
mons  3  that  if  the  freeholders  of  Middle- 
lex  (which  I  forgot  to  mention  before) 
perfified  in  re-eiedting  Mr.  Wilkes,  as 
was  intimated  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
tleman  they  would  do,  notwithftanding 
the  refolution  Gf  the  Houfe,  they  fliali 
either  remain  wfitbout  a  fecond  reprefenta- 
tive,  or  whoever  fhall  be  chofen  in  oppo- 
fition  to  Mr.  Wilkes  (had  he  but  twenty 

votes) 
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votes)  will  be  admitted  to  take  his  feat* 
The  queftion  being  put  for  the  amend¬ 
ment,  the  ay’s  were  109  and  the  no’s  228. 
And  the  queftion  being  then  put  for  the 
motion,  the  ay’s  were  2  i  8  and  the  no’s  1 02. 

In  the  debate,  Mr.  James  Townfend, 
the  principal  friend  and  fupporter  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  begged  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe: 
of  what  he  knew  were  the  fentiments 
and  firm  determination  of  two  thoufand 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlefexj 
they  were  refolved,  he  faid,  to  eledfc 
Mr.  Wilkes  every  time  the  Houfe  fhould 
expel  him  j  and  that  if  the  Houfe  perfilted 
in  refufing  him  his  feat,  they  would  pe¬ 
tition  his  Majefty  to  dilfolve  this  parlia¬ 
ment.  Lord  North,  upon  this,  got  up  in 
a  great  rage,  and  faid  more  than  I  have 
time  to  repeat,  in  threats  and  menaces 
againft  fuch  petitions ;  but  he  was  called 
to  order  by  Sir  George  Savile,  who  told 
him,  every  freeholder  in  the  kingdom  had 
a  right  to  petition  for  what  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  crown  to  grant. 

1 

4 
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LETTER  VII. 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 

,  y 

London,  4  March  1 769. 

T  HOUGH  I  wrote  to  your  Lordfhip 
on  Monday  laft,  I  find  I  can  fcarcely 
difpatch  you  two  Gazettes  in  the  week, 
and  that  I  have  promifed  more  than  I  can 
eafily  perform.  But  ’tis  lefs  for  want  of 
fubjedt,  than  for  want  of  leifure  that  I 
am  likely  to  fail. 

On  Tuefday  laft  his  Majefty  fent  by 
lord  North  the  following  meflage  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

“  His  Majefty  finds  it  neceftary  to  ac- 
f<  quaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
“  the  expence  of  his  civil  government  ha- 
**  ving  exceeded  the  revenue  fettled  on 
“  his  Majefty  by  Parliament  for  defraying 
“  fuch  expences,  he  has  been  obliged  to 
*f  incur  a  debt  of  more  than  500,000  I. 

an  account  of  which  he  has  ordered  to 
lt  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  relying  on 
tc  the  known  zeal  and  affedtion  of  his 
**  faithful  Commons,  that  they  will  make 


/ 
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**  provifton  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
“  difcharge  the  fame.” 

This  occaftoned  a  great  deal  of  conver- 
fation  in  the  Houfe  that  evening;  thefub- 
fiance  of  which  your  Lordftup  will  rea¬ 
dily  conjecture,  when  I  inform  you, 
that  motions  were  made  to  addrefs  his 
Majefty  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  ac- 

i r 

counts  of  all  his  difburfements  fince  his 
accefiion  to  the  throne,  fpecifying  the  dif¬ 
burfements  of  each  year  ;  viz.  for  fecret 
fervices,  penfions,  bounties,  contingen¬ 
cies,  civil  lift  government,  the  fupport 

and  maintenance  of  his  houfehold  and 

«••••*  -•  *  ■  t  . 

royal  tamily,  and  all  fum  or  fums  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever.  Thefe  mo¬ 
tions,  however,  were  agreed  to,  and  his 
s  Majefty’s  meftage  was  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  ftt  next  day;  but  when  amotion 
was  then  made  (before  the  Speaker  left 
the  chair)  “  that  there  be  an  inftruftion 
“  to  the  committee,  that,  before  they 
“  proceed  to  conftder  of  his  Majefty’s 
**  mod  gracious  meftage,  they  do  conftdeir 
li  of  the  caufes  of  the  debts  due  on  ac- 
“  count  of  the  civil  lift  ;” — a  very  warm 
debate  enfued,  and  it  pafled  in  the  nega¬ 
tive 

( 


/ 
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fcive  248  to  135.  The  arguments  made 
life  of  for  the  motion,  during  the  time  I 
ftaid  in  the  debate,  feem  to  me  to  be  fo 
plain  and  convincing  to  every  confiderate 
perfon,  that  it  would  be  an  inlult  to 
common  fenfe  to  mention  them. 

The  fpeakers  on  the  contrary  fide  had 
not  one  argument  to  give  againft  the  pre¬ 
vious  examination  of  the  accounts,  but 
the  delay  it  would  occation  in  paying  his 
Majefty’s  creditors.  They  advanced  feve- 
ral  very  plaufible  reafons  why  the  money 
Ihould,  in  the  main,  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  ;  fuch  as,  that  no  king  had  ever 
"been  fo  bountiful  to  his  people;  that  he 
had  given  up  to  the  public  all  his  con- 
quefts  and  ceded  iflands ;  that  he  had  gi¬ 
ven  the  public  his  fhare  of  the  produce  of 
the  French  prizes  taken  before  and  during 
the  laft  wari  (if  this  fcrawl  fhould  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  after  ages,  that  word  before  will 
perhaps  puzzle  their  commentators  ;)  that 
he  had  not  made  his  claim  on  the  Eaft  India 
company  for  the  conquefts  made  by  his 
troops  in  Bengal;  and  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  expences  of  his  coronation,  mar¬ 
riage,  &c.  it  would  be  found  his  prefen  t 


E 
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Majefty’s  yearly  dilburfements  had  not  ex¬ 
ceeded  thofe  of  his  father,  whom  every 
body  allowed  to  have  been  a  very  frugal 
prince.  How  far  thefe  arguments  will 
juftify  us  to  the  people,  for  voting  away 
their  money  to  the  king,  without  know¬ 
ing  how  it  is  employed,  a  little  time  will 
fhew ;  fo  much  however  may  be  expedted 
from  it,  that  an  additional  weight  will  be 
given  to  the  inflrudtions  coming  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  to  examine  into  the 
number  of  penlioners,  and  to  petition  for 
a  fhorter  duration  of  parliament.  It  real¬ 
ly  bears  the  femblance  of  voting  money 
into  our  own  pockets. 

Before  I  have  filled  my  fheet.  I’ll  give 
a  little  news  for  the  ladies.  The  dutchefs 
of  Douglas  is  become  very  popular  by  her 
behaviour  during  the  late  caufe,  and  the 
duke  of  Queenlbury  is  not  lefs  efteemed  $ 
neither  of  thefe  two,  nor  Douglas  him- 
felf,  were  known  to  folicit  one  lord  for 
his  attendance  at  the  appeal.  This  the 
archbifhop  of  York  afiured  me  was  true. 
The  other  party  were  far  from  being  fo 
nice.  Five  lords  protefted,  whofe  names  I 
have  not  corredt.  I'll  fend  them  by  my  next. 

By 


■■ 
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By  way  of  fupplement  to  my  Ga¬ 
zette,  all  petitions  (excepting  feven) 
again  ft  ele&ions  of  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  are  put  off  till  next  feffion.  Three 
of  thefe  are  at  the  Bar,  and  four  at  the 
Committee.  The  fum  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  for  the  arrears  of  the  civil  lift,  is 

5I3>5 11  1* 

Since  the  above,  I  have  learnt  the  names 
of  the  lords  who  protefted  againft  rever- 
ftng  the  judgment  on  the  Douglas  caufe* 
they  are,  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  the 
lords  Sandwich,  Briftol,  Milton  and  Dun- 
snore. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  fix  lords 
in  all  in  the  Houfe. 


LETTER  VIII. 


To  THE  EARL  OF  HOPETOUN. 

London,  n  March,  1769. 

H  E  only  tranfadlion  of  this  week 
worth  the  mentioning,  is  the  mo¬ 
tion  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  made  laffc 
Wednefday  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 
That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates, 
and  the  employment  of  the  military  power 
in  fuppreffing  of  the  riots  and  tumults  in 
St.  George’s  Fields*  on  the  10th  of  May 
laft  ;  and  into  the  orders  and  directions  gi¬ 
ven  relative  thereto  by  any  of  his  Majefty’s 
fecretaries  of  ftate,  or  by  his  fecretary  at 
war,  together  with  the  courfe  which  has 
been  held,  concerning  the  public  profecu- 
tions  on  that  occafion. — Mr.  Burke  intro¬ 
duced  this  motion  with  a  very  learned  and 
ingenious  fpeech  that  lafted  two  hours. 

He  began  by  exprefling  his  concern  at  be- 
* 

Ing  obliged,  from  motives  entirely  patri¬ 
otic,  to  demand  an  enquiry  into  an  affair, 
that  might  bring  blame  upon  any  perfons 
concerned  in  it  j  but  that  he  had  purpofe- 
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ly  delayed  it  until  this  time,  that  it  might 
have  the  lefs  appearance  of  party-work, 
and  might  not  be  connected  with  the  late 
proceedings  relative  to  Mr.  Wilkes.  He 
next  went  through  all  the  known  argu¬ 
ments  againft  a  Handing  army,  and  the 
evils  to  be  dreaded  from  it,  if  the  late 
proceedings  were  countenanced  and  appro¬ 
ved  ;  he  declared  his  apprehenfion  that 
they  were  but  too  near  us  j  for  he  could, 
perceive,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
conduct  of  the  minifters,  a  regular  plan 
laid  down  to  enllave  this  country ;  and 
this  he  endeavoured  to  prove,  from  the 
letter  of  lord  Weymouth  to  the  juftices  of 
the  peace,  previous  to  the  firing  of  the 
foldiers  on  the  10th  of  May;  from  the 
ready  ufe  the  juftices  made  of  thole  loi- 
diers  ;  from  lord  Barrington’s  letter  to  the 
commanding  officer  oi  the  guards,  dcii- 
ring  him  to  return  his  Majefty’s  thanks  to 
the  officers  and  foldiers  for  their  good  be¬ 
haviour,  and  their  alacrity  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  their  duty  on  that  day  ;  and  from 
the  reward  of  thirty  guineas  given  to  tire 
private  foldier,  who  by  miftake  had  been 

imprifoned  and  tried  for  the  murder  oi 

young 
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young  Allen;  whilft  the  man,  really 
guilty,  had  been  fuffered  to  efcape,  and 
has  never  been  profecuted  againft,  as  a  de- 
ferter  from  his  regiment  and  duty,  in  the 
military  way  ;  from  all  which,  he  faid,  it 
was  plain,  that  there  was  a  form’d  defign 
of  incorporating  the  military  with  the  ci¬ 
vil  police  of  this  country,  and  of  making 
ufe  of  the  foldiers,  not  as  a  laft  refource, 
but  as  the  firft  and  ordinary  fervants  and 
conftables  of  the  civil  government.  There 
was  fome  appearance  of  truth  in  this  laft 
remark,  and  it  might  have  carried  lbme 
weight  with  it,  had  the  laft  riots  at  Brent¬ 
ford  not  been  cited,  where  the  whole  dif- 
turbance  had  been  quieted  by  the  civil  of¬ 
ficers  alone.  The  minifters  then  offered 
in  excufe  for  themfelves,  that  it  was  well 
known,  that  the  tumults  had  raged  for  fe- 
veral  days  in  this  city,  and  had  baffled  all 
the  force  and  endeavours  of  the  civil  pow¬ 
er,  before  the  military,  on  the  ioth  of 
May,  had  been  called  to  their  affiftance ; 
that  lord  Weymouth’s  letter  had  been  in¬ 
tended  to  encourage  the  juftices  to  perform 
their  duty;  and  that  lord  Barrington’s  let¬ 
ter  was  not  judged  at  all  improper,  when 

the 
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the  means  were  confidered  which  had 
been  ufed  to  ftir  up  the  foldiers  to  mutiny, 
and  to  intimidate  them,  with  legal  profe- 
cutions,  againft  obeying  the  commands  of 
their  officers.  In  ffiort,  the  motion  for 
the  enquiry  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
248  to  39.  Had  Mr.  Burke’s  foie  inten¬ 
tion  been  to  limit  the  ufe  of  foldiers  in 
the  civil  police  of  this  country,  and  had 
he  worded  his  motion  otherwife  than  as 
an  enquiry  into  an  affair,  which  had  al¬ 
ready  been  enquired  into  in  the  courts  of 
juftice,  he  might  have  made  a  better  fi¬ 
gure  in  the  divifion. 

The  only  thing  elfe  of  confequence  in, 
the  Houfe,  this  laft  week,  was  the  firll 
reading  of  a  bill  to  diffolve  the  marriage 
of  the  duke  of  Grafton. 


frv 
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LETTER  IX. 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 


London,  18  March,  1769. 


SINCE  my  Iaft  letter  to  your  Lord- 
fhip,  we  have  had  another  petition 
from  North  America  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  It  was  a  petition, 
or  rather  reprefen  tation,  from  the  general 
aifembly  of  New  York,  which  was  refu- 
fed  to  be  received  by  the  Houfe,  becaufe 
the  reprefentation  exprefled  a  doubt  of  the 
right  of  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain 
to  tax  the  colonies. — On  Thurfday  laft 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  again  eledted  without 
oppofition,  to  reprefent  the  county  of 
Middlefex ;  and  yefterday  the  return  was 
made  to  the  Houfe.  A  motion  was  then 
made  by  Mr.  Rigby,  that  the  election  and 
return  of  John  Wilkes  to  ferve  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Middlefex  in  the  prefent  parliament 
are  null  and  void ;  which,  without  much 
debate,  was  agreed  to  by  all  parties ;  every 
one  being  of  opinion,  that  after  the  lad; 
refolution  of  the  Houfe,  declaring  him  in¬ 
capable  of  fitting  in  the  prefent  parlia¬ 


ment. 
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ttient,  he  could  not,  at  lead  for  this  fef- 
fion,  be  admitted  into  the  Houfe.  His 
friends,  however,  pleaded  much  to  have 
the  affair  lie  dormant,  rather  than  to  have 
this  unpopular,  unprecedented  contefl  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  county  of  Middlefex  3 
but  their  arguments  had  no  weight  j  and 
another  motion  was  immediately  made, 
that  the  Speaker  do  give  his  order  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  to  iffue  a  new  writ 
for  the  election  of  another  member  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  room  of  John 
Wilkes,  whofe  election  and  return  had 
been  declared  null  and  void,  as  being  in¬ 
capable  of  being  elected  to  fit  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  Parliament. 
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LETTER  X. 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 


London,  n  April,  1769, 

correfpondence  has  been 


ftopt  fince  my  journey  to  Bath,  your 
Lordfhip  has  loft  little  information  by  it; 
for  not  much  has  occurred  worth  the 
mentioning.  The  principal  occurrences  of 
laft  week  were,  the  ordering  the  fheriff  of 
Cumberland  into  the  cuftody  of  the  fer- 
jeant  at  arms  for  his  partial  and  illegal 
conduct  at  the  election  of  a  member  for 
that  county; — and  the  ordering  the  fhe- 
riffsof  Middlefex  to  take 'care  the  peace 
be  Kept  on  Thurfday  at  the  eleiSfion  at 
Brentford  ;  both  which  refolutions  occa- 
f  oned  a  great  deal  of  converfation,  and  re¬ 
petition  of  arguments  already  worn  out  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debates  of  this  feffion. 

We  have  alfo  had  agood  deal  of  difcourfe 
on  the  fubjetft  of  a  petition  that  was  offered 
to  the  Houfe  from  Bingley,  the  printer  of 
the  Ncrtn  Briton.  He  is  ftill  confined  in 
the  King  s  Bench  prilon,  to  which  he  was 
committed  by  an  attachment  from  the 
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Court  of  King’s  Bench,  for  writing  and 
publifhing  a  libel  againft  the  Chief  Juf- 
tice.  He  complained  of  that  attachment 
as  being  oppreflive  and  illegal ;  and  his  fe- 
cond  grievance  was,  that  he  could  not  be 
enlarged  until  he  fhould  fubmit  to  a  moll 
unconftitutional  trial  of  anfwering  the  in¬ 
terrogatories  of  the  Court,  and  thereby  to 
accule  himfelf  j  which  the  law  of  the  land 

pofitively  forbids. - The  Houfe  adjudg’d 

it  improper  to  receive  the  petition,  be- 
caufe  the  Court  had  proceeded  againft  him 
agreeable  to  cuftom,  and,  and  in  no  other 
manner  than  had  hitherto  been  the  practice 
of  that  Court.  Several  gentlemen,  however, 
(and  among  whom  the  Solicitor  General) 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  above  cuftom, 
with  regard  to  making  a  man  anfwer  the 
interrogatories  of  the  Court,  ought  by  a  de¬ 
claratory  law  to  be  altered  j  but  all  agreed, 
that  the  arrefting  and  imprifoning  a  perfon 
by  attachment,  muft  ever  remain  the  prac¬ 
tice,  while  there  is  any  concern  for  the 
dignity  and  authority  of  our  Courts.  - 
Yefterday  we  had  the  budget  opened; 
when  the  ways  and  means  were  fpecified 
to  the  amount  of  6,688,088  1.  which,  not- 

F  2  with- 
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withftanding  the  500,000!.  granted  to 
pay  off  the  civil  lift,  and  400,000  1.  to  pay 
the  navy  debt,  exceeds  the  fum  of  the 
fupplies  voted  to  his  Majefty  by  54,055  1. 
and  as  the  fore-mentioned  fums,  amount¬ 
ing  to  900,0001.  are  nothing  of  the  cur- 
lcnt  expellees  in  a  year  of  peace,  there 
will  be  next  year  an  overplus  of  one  mil¬ 
lion  towards  payment  of  the  national  debt, 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
allured  us,  would,  in  the  year  after,  amount 
to  near  two  millions. - All  the  new  mo¬ 

ney  demanded  to  be  raifed.  was  a  fum  of 
1 80,000 1.  which  is  to  be  effected  by  a 
Lottery  of  600,000  1.  in  60,000  tickets, 
which  the  government  is  to  fell  to  the 
fubferibers  at  13I.  per  ticket.  The  prizes 
are  to  be  paid  at  the  Bank  without  deduc¬ 
tion  ;  and  of  courfe  will  be  1 1  per  cent . 
higher  in  value,  than  thofe  paid  by  /hares 
in  a  fund  at  the  intereft  of  3  per  cent,  per 

annum, 
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LETTER  XL 
To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 

London,  13  April,  1769. 

T  Am  fat  down  to  write  to  your  Lord- 
A  fhip  only  the  proceedings  of  the  day  at 
Brentford. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  colonel  Lutterell,  ferjeant 
Whitaker  and  captain  Roche,  flood  can¬ 
didates  for  the  county  j  the  firfl  had  1143 
votes,  the  fecond  296,  the  third  2,  and 
the  laft  none  at  all ;  Mr.  Wilkes  of  courfe 
was  declared  duly  eledted.  Every  thing 
went  on  very  quitely  and  regularly  at  the 
election;  but  a  great  mob  being  aflem- 
bled  to  fee  the  proceflion  return  from 
Brentford,  and  it  growing  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing  before  it  appeared,  the  Wilkites,  in 
waiting  fo  long,  became  very  impatient, 
and  for  their  amufement  ordered  the 
flreets  to  be  illuminated  j  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  performed  to  their  entire  fatif- 

fadtion. 
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LETTER  XII. 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 


London,  18  April,  17% 


IPIave  deferred  for  fome  days  writing  to 
your  Lordfhip,  expedting  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  copy  of  the  inclofed  bill,  with 
the  alterations  and  amendments  propofed 
to  it ;  but  as  it  has  not  appeared,  1  muft 
forward  your  Lordfhip  this  one  *  as  it  is, 
and  I  fhall  fend  the  other  as  foon  as  it 
comes  to  my  hands.  At  the  meeting  bf 
the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  from  Scot¬ 
land,  on  the  confideration  of  this  bill,  it 
was  agreed,  that  l'uch  a  material  alteration 
in  the  law  of  Scotland  ought  not  to  pafs 
in  Parliament  without  a  more  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  fenfe  of  the  landholders 
of  the  country  ;  and  that  it  fhall  not  there¬ 
fore  go  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
till  next  feflion.  It  had  already  been  read 


in  the  Houfe  for  the  firft  time. - 1  faw 


*  A  bill  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  held  under  fettlements 
of  ftridf  entail,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland, 


the 


Hawke  two  or  three  times  about  young 
Baiilie,  but  could  get  no  fatisfaCtory  an- 
fwer. 


We  had  Tome  late  days  laft  week  in  the 
Houfe,  about  palling  the  militia  bill ;  and 
it  only  palled  by  a  majority  of  five  votes. 
That  was  owing  to  a  claufe  to  make  the 
militia  perpetual,  which  the  enemies  to 
the  militia  availed  themfelves  of  to  argue 
upon,  and  gain  recruits  to  the  oppofition. 
And  as  it  feemed  to  turn  upon  this,  that 
either  we  were  to  make  the  militia  perpe¬ 
tual,  or  to  have  no  militia  at  all,  it  is  my 
humble  opinion,  that  the  very  people  who 
had  the  preparing  of  the  bill,  and  bring¬ 
ing  it  into  the  Houfe,  were  fecret  enemies 
to  the  militia,  and  were  in  hopes,  by 
the  above  claufe,  to  have  the  bill  thrown 
out.  They  could  eafily  forefee  the  ob¬ 
jections  that  would  be  made  to  the  perpe¬ 
tuity  j  that  it  was  in  a  manner  eftablilliing 
a  Handing  army,  of  which  we  ought  ever 
to  be  jealous;  that  by  not  coming  often 
under  the  review  of  Parliament,  inconve- 
niencies  would  be  pa  fled  unnoticed,  that 

ether- 
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otherwife  would  be  correfted;  and  that 'd 
hereafter  it  (hould  be  thought  advifable  ei¬ 
ther  to  difband  or  new  model  the  militia, 
it  could  more  eafily  be  done,  when  its  ef- 
tablifliment  expired  at  a  certain  term  of 
years,  than  by  repealing  an  aft,  which  had 
rendered  the  militia  part  of  our  conditu- 
tion.  The  weightier  reafons  however  pre¬ 
vailed;  that  the  evils,  dreaded  from  a  (land¬ 
ing  army,  could  not,  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  things,  be  apprehended  from  a  perpe¬ 
tual  militia,  commanded  by  men  who  had 
their  friends  and  property  to  guard,  and 
which  was  no  otherwife  influenced  by  the 
Crown,  than  as  by  a  power  that  of  necef- 
lity  mud  be  entruded  to  fome  one  to  put 
it  in  motion  ;  that  from  a  trial  now  of  thir¬ 
teen  years,  the  militia  had  been  found  of 
the  mod  Angular  public  utility,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  was  thought  of  the  utmod  impor¬ 
tance  to  render  it  permanent  and  perpe¬ 
tual  ;  and  that  as  we  now  had  a  king  and 
men  in  government  willing  to  concur  in 
fuch  a  meafure,  it  was  highly  expedient 
to  accompli(h  it,  and  thereby  to  raife  an 
additional  bulwark  to  proteft  the  liberties 
of  our  country. 

Another 
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Another  grand  debate  was  held  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  Saturday  lad,  on  a 
point  of  equal  confequence  to  the  liberties 
of  the  fubje<d.  The  Houfe  having,  oil 
Friday,  declared  the  lad  election  of  Mr. 
Wilkes  at  Brentford  null  and  void ;  re- 
folved  on  Sunday  morning  at  two  o’clock, 
that  the  sheriffs  ought  to  have  returned 
colonel  Lutterell  duly  deeded,  and  that 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  do  attend  to  amend 
the  return  .—I  know  very  little  of  what 
Was  faid  in  this  debate ;  for,  having  de¬ 
bated  the  point  within  myfelf,  I  refclved 
not  to  give  my  Vote  to  i'uch  a  refolution, 
and  therefore  did  not  attend  the  Houfe. 
Had  I  attended,  I  mud  have  fpoken  to 
explain  myfelf,  as  being  attached  to  no 
party,  and  this  1  was  uncertain  if  I  fhould 
have  had  courage  to  do*  According  to  my 
poor  notions,  the  late  refolutions  of  the 


Houfe  of  Common^  with  regard  to  Mr. 
WilkeS,  are  no  laws  without  the  doors  of 

that  Houfe. - -By  cudom  and  precedent 

the  Commons  have  ufed  the  privilege  of 
expelling  their  own  members ;  but  that 
expultion  does  not,  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
render  them  incapable  of  being  re»e]e<ded. 

G  The 
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The  cafes  of  disqualification  are  exprefsly 
worded  by  the  law.  But  as  a  man,  after 
he  is  chofen  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
might  commit  certain  fails  not  criminal 
by  law,  which  however  would  render 
him,  in  the  efleem  of  the  Commons,  un- 
worthy  of  fitting  among  them  ;  it  is  pro¬ 
per  they  fhouldhave  the  power  of  expel¬ 
ling  him,  and  returning  him  to  his  confli- 
tuents  for  re-confideration.  They  thereby 
vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Houfe  ;  which, 

,  /»  %  ft-  *  Tf.  ■  ♦  T 

in  my  humble  opinion,  would  not  be  ma¬ 
terially  injured,  if  the  expelled  member’s 
conftituents,  entertaining  a  different  fenfe 
of  his  conduit,  fhould  obtrude  him  on  the 
Commons  by  a  re-eledtion  ;  for  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  cannot  be  compared  to  a  pri¬ 
vate  club  or  fociety  of  men,  who  eledt  one 
another,  and  who  have  the  power  to  de¬ 
termine  who  fhall  not  afiociate  with  them; 
nor  do  I  hope  they  fhall  ever  have  fuch  a 
power,  while  the  Crown  can  influence 
their  numbers ;  in  fhort,  they  cannot  en¬ 
joy  the  privilege  of  incapacitating  any 
member  by  an  ex  po/l  faBo  refolution, 
without  violating  the  rights  of  thofe  whom 
they  were  chofen  to  reprefent,  in  deflroy- 
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jng  the  freedom  of  election.  The  order¬ 
ing  therefore  the  return  of  the  (heriffs  to 
be  amended  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Lut- 
terell,  was  doing  a  piece  of  injuftice  to  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  a  {bill  greater  injuftice  to  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlefexj 
but  not  only  to  them  ;  it  is  fuch  an  in- 
fringement  on  the  liberties  of  every  free¬ 
holder  in  Great  Britain,  that  I  am  very 
much  miftaken  if  the  people  above  have 
not,  by  this  meafure,  placed  a  match  to 
that  combuftible  matter  which  has,  for 
this  twelvemonth  paft,  been  accumulating 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  I  am  talk¬ 
ing  wildly  perhaps,  and  I  fhall  not  be  for- 
ry  if  events  fhould  prove  me  a  fool ;  but 
as  it  is  not  in  my  power  at  all  times  to 
command  the  operations  of  my  brain, 
fuch  as  they  are,  they  muft  be  produced 
to  your  Lordlhip,  while  you  indulge  me 
with  the  freedom  of  writing  you  my 

thoughts. - The  divifion  on  the  above 

refolution  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 

197  to  143,  fo  that  I  was  not,  by  being 
abfent,  in  a  fmall  neutrality. 

G  2  Prefent 
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* 

Prefent  my  refpedtful  compliments  to 
lady  Hopetoun,  and  all  my  friends  at 
Hopeton  Houfe, 

I  ever  am,  &c. 

I,,  ^  - r — 

LETTER  Xlir. 

^  t  9  *  ■  *  ■■•«*,»  t 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN, 

London,  27  April,  1769. 

THE  Houle  of  Commons  being  ad¬ 
journed  to  Saturday  next,  makes  me 

,  P 

at  prefent  very  barren  of  news.  I  have 
had  no  errand  to  the  weft  end  of  the  town, 
to  put  me  in  the  way  of  hearing  any. 
—--"•The  Lords  are  fitting,  and  I  was  told 
were  to  have  a  warm  debate  to  day,  about 
paffing  the  militia  bill. 

On  Monday  laft  we  had  a  motion  in 
our  Houle,  to  bring  the  IheriiF  of  Cum¬ 
berland  to  the  bar,  to  be  reprimanded  for 
his  partial  and  illegal  conduct  at  the  elec¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  was  withdrawn,  oe  its  being 
argued,  that  his  commitment  to  the  cus¬ 
tody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  bad  been 
considered  by  the  Houle  as  his  foie  pu¬ 
nishment  | 
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nilhment ;  and  indeed  the  refolution  fof 
his  commitment  was  fo  worded,  that  it 
could  not  be  otherwife  underftood.  A 
motion  was  then  made,  that  any  fheriff  or 
returning  officer,  who  ihould  hereafter 
wilfully  make  a  falfe  return,  fhould  be  re¬ 
primanded  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  what¬ 
ever  puniffiment  fhould  be  inflidted  upon 
him  ;  but  45  to  31  carried  it  for  the  order 
of  the  day,  on  the  foie  argument  that  it 
was  too  thin  a  Houfe  to  make  any  fuch 
/landing  refolution. 

Mr.  Burke  made  a  very  good  ironical 
fpeech  again  ft  the  motion  ;  and  his  chief 
reafon  was,  that  the  Houfe  in  a  refolution 
of  laft  week  (meaning  the  one  relative  to 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  return)  had  deprived  the 
fheriffs  and  returning  officers  of  any  fixed 
and  certain  rules  to  guide  themfelves  by  5 
and  he  could  not  therefore  acquiefce  in  a 
motion  to  puniffi  them  for  their  mifbeha- 
viour,  till  we  had  reftored  to  them  their 
rule  of  conduct,  and  declared  to  them  in 
what  manner  they  were  hereafter  to  be¬ 
have  j  which  nothing  but  an  adl  of  the 
three  powers  of  the  ftate  could  do.— I  re¬ 
fer  your  Lordfhip  to  the  letter  inclofed, 
and  remain,  &c.  L  E  T« 
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letter  XIV. 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 


London,  13  May,  1 769. 


HE  King  having  on  the  9th  inftant 


prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the  24th 
of  next  month,  I  am  come  to  my  laft  Ga¬ 
zette  for  this  feffion. 

On  Monday  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
met,  to  hear  the  petition  of  the  freehol¬ 
ders  of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  relating 
to  the  election  of  Henry  Laws  Lutterell  ; 
and  after  the  council  on  both  fides  had 
been  heard,  and  the  numbers  on  the  poll 
had  been  admitted  to  have  been  1143  for 
Mr.  Wilkes,  and  296  for  Mr.  Lutterell, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  it  was,  in 
confequence  refolved,  that  Henry  Laws 
Lutterell,  Efq;  was  duly  ele&ed  a  knight 
of  the  (hire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  county  of  Middlefex.  It 
was  argued  for  the  refolution,  that  Mr. 
Wilkes  having  been  repeatedly  expelled 
the  Houfe,  and  declared  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  elected  to  fit  in  this  prefent  Parliament, 
the  freeholders,  who  voted  for  him,  had 


wil 
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wilfully  and  knowingly  thrown  away  their 
votes,  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  voted 
for  a  dead  perfon  j  of  courfe  Mr.  Lutte- 

ft  »  ft 

rell  was  the  member  duly  elefted.  That 
the  Houfe  werejuftified  in  their  refolution 
by  the  common  law  of  the  realm,  of 

*7-  '  .  \  *  •  •  f  »  • 

which  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  as  well  as  the  rules  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  courts  of  juftice,  made  a  part  j  and 
that  the  expulfion  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
formed  the  precedent,  whereby  a  refolu¬ 
tion  in  this  inftance  was  manifeftly  regard¬ 
ed  as  part  of  the  common  law. — Thefe 
were  the  principal  heads  on  which  the' 
fpeakers  for  the  refolution  enlarged. — — 
The  arguments  on  the  other  fide  were,  that 
though  it  were  true  the  freeholders  had 
been  publickly  informed  of  the  refolution 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  refpedting 
Mr.  Wilkes,  yet  no  law  of  the  land  had 
told  the  n  they  were  bound  to  obey  it  ; 
that  what  exifted  now  as  common  law, 
had  been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  ufage  and 
cuftom  from  our  forefathers,  and  was  now 
only  afcertained  by  precedents  quoted  of 
judicial  decrees,  before  any  written  or  fta- 
tute  law  took  place ;  that  the  cafe  of 

Sir 


JeL. 
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Sir  Robert  Walpole  was,  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  no  precedent  at  all;  for  the 
Houfe  then  did  not  order  the  return  of 
his  election  to  be  amended  by  inferting 
the  name  of  Mr.  Taylor  who  petitioned 
againft  him,  but  they  declared  the  election 
void ;  which  plainly  fhewed,  that  the. 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  thofe  days  did  not 
think  themfelvcs  authorized  to.  go  any  far- 
ther,  or  they  would  elfe  have  amended 
the  return  j  being  no  ways  prevented  from 
doing  it  by  any  favour  intended  to  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  and  his  friends ;  that  for  the  Houfe 

•  'i  *■ .«  £.  *  „  .  -  1  * 

of  Commons,  therefore,  to  declare  a  re- 

*  •  '  •  •  ^  v  -  ->  v  .  i 

folution  of  theirs,  for  which  they  had  no 
precedent,  to  be  part  of  the  common  law 
of  the  realm,  was  as  dangerous  to  the  li«. 
berties  of  the  people,  as  if  the  King,  at 
the  head  of  his  army,  was  to  declare  and 
maintain  to  be  law,  any  thing  he  thought 
proper  to  affert  by  his  royal  proclamation  ; 
for  though  it  be  argued,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would  eftablilh  nothing  for  law 
that  went  contrary  to  the  liberties  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  their  conftituents,  yet  it  was. 
well  known,  the  Crown  could  at  any 
time  command  a  majority  in  that  Houle ; ' 

»  -4  « 
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and,  if  it  could  not,  their  own  private  in- 
tereft  might  prompt  them  to  invade  both 
the  royal  prerogative,  and  the  privileges 
of  the  Houfe  of  Peers. — Your  Lordfhip 
will,  by  this  time,  have  fuppofed  on. 
which  fide  I  voted; — befides  the  arguments 
above  cited,  fo  much  was  faid  by  the  ablefi 
fpeakers  on  the  nature  of  the  queftion  be¬ 
ing  entirely  feparatedfrom  the  caufe  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  that  without  making  any  apolo¬ 
gy  for  differing  with  my  friends  on  this 
occafion,  I  fided  with  the  minority  of  152 
to  221. — I  am  very  forry  when  I  cannot, 
with  the  conviction  of  my  own  mind, 
conform  with  the  opinions  of  my  friends  1 
and  I  fhall  be  particularly  concerned,  if, 
by  my  Vote  in  this  affair,  -I  have  forfeited 
their  efieem. — I  with  the  county  had  been 
called  to  give  me  inffruCtions  ;  and  I  with, 
in  future,  it  may  be  done,  when  it  is  fore- 
feen  any  important  queflion  will  be  deba¬ 
ted  ;  for  I  have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that 
every  reprefentative  in  Parliament  is,  in 
confcience,  bound  to  'follow  the  inftruCtions 
at  any  time  given  him  by  his  condiments; 
although  he  be  not,  by  the  laws  in  being, 
tied  down  to  follow  fuch  inftruCtions. — T0 

H  reftrain 
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reftrain  him  from  acting  at  all,  without  in- 
ftruftions  from  his  conftituents,  would  not 
fuit,  (as  m  the  United  Provinces)  with 
the  extent  of  ourifland;  but  furely  little 
inconvenience  could  arife  from  palling  a 
law,  to  oblige  every  reprefentative  to  .vote 
as,  at  all  times,  in  any  particular  queftion, 
his  conftituents  fhould  think  proper  to  in- 
ftrudl  him.  The  bringing  the  freeholders' 
too  often  together,  might  indeed  prove 
troublefome  to  thofe  who  had  their  own 
private  occupations  to  follow  j  but  how 
(hall  we  otherwife  know  the  real  fenfe  of 
the  nation  ? — Give  us  an  annual  election  of 
reprefentatives,  which  will  be  but  annual 
affemblies  of  the  people,  and  then  let  the 
law  with  regard  to  inftruftions  remain,  as 
it  has  hitherto  been,  undeclared,  though 
received  by  the  tacit  confent  of  the  people. 


LET- 


I 


(  59  ) 


LETTER  XV. 

\ 

•  % 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 


London,  13  Jan.  1770, 

I  Left  a  cover  for  the  King’s  Speech  to 
be  fent  to  your  LorcKhip  on  Tuefday 
laft.  I  imagined  I  Ihouldnot  have  had  time 
to  forward  it  myfelf  that  evening ;  nor 
was  I  roiftaken ;  for  the  debate  upon  it> 
and  the  Addrefs,  lafted  till  half  an  hour 
pad  one  in  the  Wednefday  morning.  Be¬ 
fore  I  enter  upon  it,  and  give  your  Lord- 
ihip  a  little  account  of  the  farce,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  give  you  the  lift  of  the 
Dramatis  Perfonae  j  and  ‘here  they  are  in 
the  order  they  fpoke,  on  each  lide  of  the 
queftion,  that  evening ; 


For  the  Addrefs. 
Moved  By  Sir  George 
Ofborne 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Payne 
Mr.  Hawke 
Lord  Clare 
Attorney  General 
Mr.  Onflow 
Mr.  De  Grey 


For  an  Amendment . 

Moved  by  Mr.  Dowdef- 
well 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Beckford 
Mr.  Cornwall 
Lord  John  Cavendifh 
Sir  Anthony  Abdy 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend 
Serjeant  Glynn 


1 


Sir  Edward  Aflley 
Colonel  Onflow 
Mr.  Rigby 
Sir  Edward  Hawke 
Lord  North 
General  Conway 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
Lord  Barrington 
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Sir  John  Molefworth 
Lord  Belafyfe 
Mr.  Sheriff  Townfend 
Mr.  Howard 
Sir  George  Savile 
Colonel  Barre 
Lord  Granby 
Mr.  Grenville 
Mr,  Burke 
Solicitor  General  * 


Thefe  names,  like  the  names  of  warriors 
in  fome  heroic  poem,  muft  ferve  to  fill  a 
part  of  my  letter ;  for,  with  a  memory  fo 
bad  as  mine,  it  is  impoffibie  to  recollect 
one  thoufandth  part  of  what  was  fpoken 
in  the  debate. 

» 

Sir  George  Oiborne,  in  moving  for  the 
Addrefs,  brought  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  late 
petitions  to  the  King,  which  certainly 
gave  occafion  for  greater  debate,  than 
otherwile  would  have  happened.  He  cal¬ 
led  them  the  petitions  of  a  miferable  fet 
of  deluded  or  deluding  people,  originally 
begun  by  a  band  of  ieditious  men,  who 
went  about  the  country  like  travelling  ocu- 
lifts,  to  open  the  eyes  of  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  fubjedts. — It  then  became  incum¬ 
bent  on  lord  John  Cavendifh,  and  the  reft 


in 
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in  the  lift  down  to  Sir  George  Savile,  to 
give  an  account  of  thofe  petitions;  and,  as 
the  Attorney  General  had  thrown  out  fome 
jnflnuations,  that  the  fubfcribers  of  thole 
petitions  had,  perhaps,  involved  themfelves 
haftily  in  an  affair  of  greater  intricacy 
than  he  could  yet  take  upon  himfelf  to 
declare,  they  all  avowed  themfelves  guil¬ 
ty  (if  it  were  a  guilt)  of  having  figned 
the  petitions ; — Sir  George  Savile,  next  day 
at  the  report,  even  went  fo  far  as  to  tell 
the  Houfe,  he  had  ftgned  the  York  peti¬ 
tion,  becaufe  he  thought  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  voting  colonel  Lutterell  in¬ 
to  the  Houfe,  had  betrayed  the  intereft  of 
all  the  freeholders  in  Great  Britain. — Lord 
North  upon  that  told  him,  he  certainly 
in  the  heat  of  paflion  had  forgot  him¬ 
felf,  and  defired  him  to  explain. - Sir 

George  anfwered,  he  was  in  no  paflion  s 
he  had  fpoken  deliberately  what  had  been 
his  fentiments,  ever  fince  that  vote  paf- 
fed.  Upon  which  Mr.  Burke  got  up,  and 
told  the  Houfe,  though  he  had  hitherto 
agreed  in  every  thing  with  his  honourable 
friend,  he  could  not  join  him  in  the  ex- 
preflion  of  fuch  fentiments,  becaufe  he 

thought 
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thought  be  deferved  to  be  called  to  the 

o 

bar  of  the  Houfe  for  the  words  he  had 
fpoken.  But  Sir,  faid  he,  we  have,  by 
our  conduct,  loft  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  of  courfe  our  authority  is 
gone ;  we  dare  not.  Sir,  call  that  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  to  the  bar  ;  nor  durft 
you.  Sir,  take  notice  of  what  I  fpoke  yef- 
terday,  and  what  feveral  other  gentlemen 
fpoke,  who,  at  any  other  time,  would  have 
been  fent  to  the  Tower. 

It  was  certainly  a  concerted  thing  among 
the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition,  that  Sir 
George  fhould  deliver  himfelf  to  that  pur- 
pofe ;  and  if  he  had  been  called  to  the 
bar,  [  make  as  little  doubt  but  fome  others 
would  have  put  themfelves  in  the  lamefi- 
tuation  ;  and  would  all  have  behaved  con- 
tumacioufly,  in  order  to  be  fent  to  the 

Tower  together.— - The  niiniftry,  on 

the  firft  day’s  debate,  threw  out,  that  the 
refolution  of  the  Houfe,  with  regard  to 
the  Middlefex  election,  muft  be  fupport- 
ed  ;  from  which  1  expedt  one  of  theie  days 
to  be  conduced  to  the  Houfe  by  a  pretty 
large  efcort,  or  more  likely  firft  to  have 
the  door  fhut  in  my  face,  and  all  entrance 

forbid 
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forbid  by  the  mob.  I  had  almoft  forgot  to 
mention  the  amendment,  which  was  mo¬ 
ved  for,  to  the  Addrefs  ; — it  ran  thus, — to 
allure  his  Majerty,  we  ihould  immediately 
begin  an  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the 
uneafinefs,  the  diicontents  and  diflatisfac- 
tion  that  prevailed  in  every  part  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions.  Had  the  words 
been  in  feveral  parts,  or  many  parts  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions,  they  would  not 
have  been  fo  exceptionable ;  but,  as 
they  flood,  it  was  imp’bffible  for  any  Scots¬ 
man,  or  any  difpaflionate  man,  to  approve 
of  them }  for  neither -Scotland  or  Wales 
have  overtly  {hewn  any  difcontent,  though 
it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  Ireland, 
America,  and  many  parts  of  England  are 
in  a  very  unpeaceable  fttuatioiv - A  mo¬ 

tion  to  the  fame  purpofe  was  made  in  the 
Houle  of  Lords,  which  was  fupported  by 
lord  Camden  and  the  duke  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  and  lord  Chatham,  with  the  ufual 
lords  in  oppoiition.  1  have  heard  no  par¬ 
ticulars  of  their  debate ;  but  I  was  told  by 
a  minifterial  man,  that  lord  Sandwich  fi- 
lenced  lord  Chatham  with  ridicule  •,  and 

that 
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that  lord  Mansfield  greatly  outfhone  the 
Chancellor. 

I  fhall  write  to  lord  Hope  on  Monday, 
when  the  petition  againft  my  election  is 
to  be  prefen  ted  j  I  have  done  every  thing 
he  direfted  me. 

I  am  fincerely,  &c. 

. .  .  ...  - .  .  - 

I 

LETTER  XVI. 

To  the  EARL  of  HOPETOUN. 

London,  29  Jan.  1770. 

r-|"»HE  mo  ft  material  debate  in  the  Houfe 
**■  of  Commons  lince  I  wrote  to  your 
Lordfhip  laft,  was  on  Thurfday  laft,  in 
the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Dowdefwell  made  a  motion,  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Hamden,  “  that  the 
**  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  their  decifions 
“  in  all  matters  ofjudicature  before  them, 
“  are  bound  to  aft  agreeable  to  the  known 
**  and  eftablifhed  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
“  cuftoms  of  Parliament,  which  is  part 
“  of  that  law.” — This,  Mr.  Dowdefwell 

introduced  with  a  fhort  ipeech,  declaring 

It 
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Jt  only  to  be  the  introduction  to  fome  othet* 

( 

motions  which  he  had  to  make,  but  which 
he  begged  leave  to  keep  private,  that  each 
proportion  might  be  debated  apart  j  and 
that  the  truths  which  he  meant  to  invefti- 
gate,  might  thereby  be  traced  with  greater 
certainty  and  precifion.  He  added,  that 
though  this  was  a  proportion  in  which  he 
believed  every  body  would  agree,  yet  he 
had  thought  proper  to  move  it  at  this 
time,  in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
people,  who  were  under  no  fmall  appre- 
henlions,  on  account  of  feme  proceedings 
in  the  Houfe  laft  year. 

Lord  North  anfwered  him.  He  faid, 
that  certainly  there  was  no  member  in  the 
Houfe  but  muft  agree  with  him  in  his  pro¬ 
portion  ;  or  if  he  chofe  to  move,  that 
Magna  Charta  was  to  be  obferved  in  this 
kingdom,  nobodypvould  refufe  his  con- 
Pent ;  but  wherefore  fhould  fuch  a  mo¬ 
tion,  as  that  on  the  table,  be  made  at  pre- 
fent ;  unlefs  it  were  meant  to  reflect  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  with  regard  to 
the  Middlefex  election  r  If  therefore  the 
gentleman  indited  on  his  motion,  he  beg¬ 
ged  leave  to  offer  an  amendment  to  it,  to 

I  this 
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this  effedtj  “  and  that  the  expulfion  and 
“  incapacitating  Mr.  Wilkes  was  agreea- 
“  ble  to  that  known  and  edablidied  law. 
“  of  the  land  and  cuftom  of  Parliament.” 
— Upon  this  a  long  debate  enfued,  which 
brought  into  recapitulation  all  the  argu¬ 
ments,  on  both  tides,  relative  to  the  Mid- 
dlefex  election.  Great  objections  were 
made  to  the  unufual  manner  of  tacking 
two  propofitions  together,  and  obliging 
the  members  to  give  their  opinions  in  one 
vote,  on  fubjeds  that  ought  to  be  fepa- 
rately  debated.  Mr.  Burke  faid  wittily, 
it  was  like  claiming  one’s  affent  to  this 
truth :  “  An  honed:  man’s  the  nobled: 
<c  work  of  God,”  and  then  obliging  one 
to  add,^  “  and  therefore  Jonathan  Wild  is 
“  an  honed  man.”- - But  the  mod  for¬ 

cible  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the 
amendment,  was,  that  the  expulfion  and 
incapacitating  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  tacitly 
acknowledged  to  iland  in  need  of  this  a- 
mendment,  to  declare  it  agreeable  to  law 
and  cuftom.  The  debate  laded  till  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  it  was  car¬ 
ried  for  the  amendment  on  a  dividon  of  224 
to  1  So. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER  XVII. 

To  LORD  HOPE. 

London,  io  Feb.  1770- 

I  Send  your  Lordfhip,  inclofed,  the 
.  Shipmafter’s  receipt  for  a  box  of  new 
books  and  pamphlets  fentlord  Hcpetoun  by 
the  Exchange  (hip  for  Leith.  Among  the 
reft  are  lord  Haddington’s  poems,  which 
were  ordered,  and  which  I  muft  warn  you 
to  keep  from  the  fight  of  the  ladies;  for 
I  have  peeped  into  fome  of  them,  and 
found  them  too  fmutty  to  be  read.  I  can 
forgive  any  thing,  faid  or  written  with  a 
view  to  put  vice  in  a  ridiculous  light ;  but 
when  it  is  painted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
excite  thofe  paffions,  which  human  rea- 
fon,  of  itfelf,  can  fcarcely  curb  ;  it  is 
then  unpardonable,  and  the  defcription 
ought  neither  to  be  heard  or  read. 

To  change  the  fubjedl ;  I  have  had  a 

long  conference  lately  with  lord - ; 

I  promifed  to  write  to  your  Lordfhip  im¬ 
mediately  upon  it ;  but  I  own  I  have  been 
greatly  at  a  lofs  in  what  manner  to  exprefs 
my  thoughts. 


I  -» 

4*4 
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I  will  do  it,  however,  in  the  mod  can¬ 
did  manner  lean.  If  I  fhould  offend,  the 
only  confolation  I  have,  is,  that  I  do  it 
not  intentionally;  and  I  hope  I  offend  not 
him ,  who  is  the  judge  of  all  our  adtions 
from  above. 

t 

At  the  meeting  of  this  feffion  I  voted 
with  the  miniffry  for  the  Addrefs,  and 
likewife  for  the  new  fpeaker,  agreeable  to 
my  principles  to  fupport  government  in 
every  thing  that  is  right ;  but  when  the 
queftion  came  on  again,  with  regard  to 
the  Middlefex  election,  I  took  the  fide 
which  I  thought  right  againft  the  miniffry, 
and  voted  againft  the  amendment  to  Mr. 
Dowdefvvell’s  motion.  On  this,  every 
body  or  the  miniffry  naturally  looked  cool¬ 
ly  on  me,  and  I  was  told  from  third  hand, 
they  were  refolved  again  to  withdraw  their 

fupport.  Lord  - - was  fo  kind  as  to 

talk  to  me  on  the  fubjedfc.  He  expoffula- 
ted  with  me  that  the  queftion,  now,  was 
not  whether  this  or  that  miniffry  fhould 
be  in,  but  whether  there  fhould  be  go¬ 
vernment,  or  no  government  at  all;  or 
rather,  whether  this  conftituticn  fhould  be 
continued,  or  a  republic  fhould  be  found¬ 
ed 


\ 


(  «9  ) 

ed  on  its  ruins.  He  faid,  that  he  was  fure, 
by  voting  againft  government,  I  was  act¬ 
ing  contrary  to  lord  Hopetoun’s  princi¬ 
ples,  and  what  the  duke  of  Grafton  was 
given  to  expedt ;  that  I  was  lofing  the  fup- 
port  of  government,  and  was  doing  my¬ 
felf  little  good  with  the  other  people,  un¬ 
less  I  meant  to  fide  with  them  at  once ; 
and  laffly,  he  begged  to  know,  on  what 
plan  I  was  adling,  for  he  thought  I  was 
diiobliging  my  friends,  without  benefiting 
myfelf. — In  anfwer  to  all  which,  I  anfwer- 

_ l 

ed  his  Lordfhip  to  the  following  effedfc ; 
not  entirely  in  words,  but  in  my  own 
thoughts,  for  I  never  choofe  to  enter  into 
debate  with  perfons  of  fo  many  years  more 
experience  than  myfelf.  I  prefer  to  be 
thought  ftupid  or  obftinate,  rather  than 
offend  them  by  difputing  their  fuperiority 
in  fore-Jight. — Learning  and  underfianding  I 
bring  not  into  the  queftion  at  prefent ;  for 
future  events  alone  will  convince  me  who 
was  in  the  right. 

In  reply  then,  I  thought,  or  faid  j  that 
I  did  not  apprehend  the  conftitution  was 
fo  much  endangered  by  the  prefent  dif- 
putes ;  but  that  if  it  were  in  danger,  it 

was 
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was  furely  more  inclined  to  an  arbitrary- 
government,  while  the  guardians  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  are  bribed  or  in¬ 
timidated  into  the  meafures  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  not  becaufe  they  may  be 
right  or  expedient  for  the  good  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  but  becaufe  they  are  the  will  and 
plealure  of  the  King.  Meafures  which 
ought  to  take  rife  in  the  legiflative  body* 
are  now  only  fent  them  down  for  ratifica¬ 
tion,  That  the  nobles  were  needy,  poor, 
and  dependent  j — inftead  of  being  a  bul¬ 
wark  between  the  King  and  people,  they 
leaned  all  to  the  fide  where  places  and 
preferments  were  to  be  obtained ;  intent 
only  on  prefent  emoluments,  they  were 
blind  to  the  flavery  they  were  bringing  on 
themfelves  and  the  people  ;  for  if  once 
the  lafit  are  enflaved,  the  fir  ft  muff  equally 
lunmit  to  the  arbitrary  edicts  of  a  King. 
1  hat  if  we  were  always  certain  of  .having 
mild  and  virtuous  princes  on  the  throne, 
a  defpotic  government  would  certainly  be 
the  beft  for  good  order,  fecurity  and 
peace ;  but  as,  in  this  wicked  world^ 
princes  are  found  to  be  but  like  other  men, 
the  laws  of  our  conflitution  are  wifelyin- 
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tended  to  prevent  the  will  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power  from  oppretTing  even  the  mean- 
eft  of  the  people.  Some  alledge,  indeed, 
that  when  a  people  lofe  their  virtue,  they 
deferve  not  to  be  free  :  and  that  this  is  at 

J,  V  * 

prefent  the  cafe  in  Britain.  To  preferve 
therefore  the  peace  and  good  order  of  fo- 
ciety,  the  rich  and  wealthy  of  the  nation 
muft  ftrengthen  the  executive  power,  in 
order  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  de¬ 
predations  of  the  mob  j— -that  if,  in  for¬ 
mer  days,  Brutus,  Caffius,  and  the  reft, 
had  been  better  politicians,  a  great  deal  of 
blood  (bed  might  have  been  faved.  But 
we  are  not  yet  arrived  at  the  ripenefs  of 
Rome  j  though.  ^London  of  itfelf  may  be 
as  wicked  and  as  ripe  for  deftrudlion, 
there  is  an  independent  power  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Britain,  which  the  provinces  of 
Italy  never  knew.  This  has  overthrown 
every  minifter  who  has  fet  up  his  own  will 
in  oppolition  to  the  fenfe  and  love  of  the 
people  j  and  it  will  do  it  ftill.  The  vir¬ 
tue  and  ftrength  of  the  middling  clafs  is 

*  The  Populace  of  London ;  the  Livery  and  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  Citizens,  are  efteemed  as  virtuous  and 
independent  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  open  country. 
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ftill  Sufficient,  both  to  fupprefs  the  Hcea- 
tioufnefs  of  the  mob,  and  to  withftand 
the  oppreffion  of  the  great.  That  as  to 
my  afting  againft  the  inclinations  of  lord 
Hopetoun,  it  gave  me  very  much  concern  j 
I  was  fenfible,  that  in  Parliament  I  was 
but  a  creature  of  his  making ;  but  ftill  I 
confidercd  myfelf  as  a  free  agent,  and  one 
of  the  reprefen tatives  of  the  Cottwiotis ,  and 
not  of  the  Peers  of  Great  Britain.  In 
private  life  I  fhould  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  prove  him  my  gratitude,  but  I 
fhould  be  unworthy  of  my  feat  in  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain,  if  private  con- 
fiderations  entered  with  me  at  the  door  of 

the  Houfe  of  Commons.* - -I  mud:  fend 

this  away  without  ending  my  vindication, 
for  I  have  not  time  to  finifh  it  and  my 
father,  who  is  come  to  town,  fays  it  is 
neceffary  to  write  fomething,  immediately, 
in  apology  for  differing  with  my  friends. 

I  am,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER 


r  o  LOR  D  H  OPE 


Londoti,  2;  Feb.  1770. 

T  Have  received  your  kind  letter  of  the 
*-  19th  inftant,  and  I  fee,  from  it,  the 
mifchief  is  already  done,  which  I  partly 
endeavoured  to  prevent  by  my  laid.* — My 
father,  fooh  after  his  arrival  here,  told 
me,  lord  Hopetoun  was  fo  provoked  with 
my  conduit,  that  he  had  declared  he 
would  have  nothing  farther  to  do  with 
the  petition  againft  me ;  and  this  made 
me  think  it  entirely  needlefs  to  continue 
the  fubjedt  of  my  laid  letter.  Yet  what 
has  dropt  from  your  pen  has  rendered  it 
neceffary  to  fay  a  few  words  more,  in  apo¬ 
logy  for  my  conduit. — Your  Lordihip  fays, 
you  will  notprefume  to  determine  whether 
my  zeal  is  miftaken,  or  my  good  inten¬ 
tions  taken  advantage  of  by  ill-defigning 
men  ;  if  I  remember  right,  I  gave  your 
Lordihip  grounds  to  believe,  I  had  hither¬ 
to  voted  in  Parliament,  with  a  view  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  good  of  my  country,  and 
with  no  particular  attachment  to  any  let 
qj-  1  now  declaie  i  hctv^e  had  no 

connexion  with  any  of  the  oppofition, 

K  ^r- 
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farther  than  I  atn  going  to  mention  ;  and 
that  loid  )  obfhnate  as  he  may 

think  me,  has  been  the  only  perfon  that 
has  given  me  any  advice,  or  whofe  advice 
I  have  any  ways  followed ;  my  own  father 

excepted.— - His  Lordlhip  told  me,  that 

the  impartial  conduft  I  had  laid  down 
would  never  carry  me  through  with  my 
petition  ;  and  that  I  mull  fide  with  one 
party,  or  fall  between  them  to  the  ground. 
He  told  me  at  the  fame  time  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe.  Lord  Hopetoun  was  for 

fupporting  government.- - 1  explained 

that  to  my  felt,  his  Lordlhip  was  for  fup¬ 
porting  the  minifters  for  the  time  being; 
— now,  the  divilions  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  running  fo  near  as  forty,  and  the  late 
duke  of  Cumberland’s  friends,  with  whom 
I  thought  his  Lord  (hip  moftly  conceded, 
being  the  people  that  might  be  among  the 
minifters  next,  I  was  rather  inclined  to 
fide  with  them.  I  had  been  offered  fup- 
port  by  the  heads  of  the  oppolition,  with¬ 
out  felicitation,  and  without  condition  ; 
if  I  mull  go  through  thick  and  thin  with 
either  party  for  a  month,  I  thought  it  moll 
honourable  with  them  j  becaufe  I  appro¬ 
ved  of  their  prelent  patriotical  motions, 

,  .  and 


(  75  ) 

and  was  left  at  liberty  to  ad  hereafter  as  I 
pleafed.— I  likewife  perceived,  that  they 
had  fucceeded  in  every  petition  they  had 
taken  in  hand ;  they  Hick  together,  and 
get  every  body  to  attend.  The  miniftry 
can  only  command  the  official  people,  ex¬ 
cept  where  the  merits  are  Strongly  on 
their  fide. — They  had  already  withdrawn 
from  me  their  fupport  ;  and  to  procure  it 
again  I  mull  folicit  ;  muft  vote  againft  my 
confcience  on  their  fide ;  and  muft  pro¬ 
mise  to  be  for  ever  in  future  a  minifterial 
man.  I  ftiould  of  courfe  have  loft  every 
vote  of  the  oppofition,  and  perhaps  have 
met  with  but  cool  fupport  from  the  mini¬ 
stry  themfelves.  The  conditions  above- 
mentioned  might  be  expeded  to  be  the 
fame  on  the  fide  of  the  oppofition  ;  but 
they  were  not;  I  had  openly  told  them,  I 
had  voted  from  confcience  ;  the  motions 
they  talked  of  making  in  this  fucceeding 
month  in  Parliament,  feemed  to  be  equal¬ 
ly  in  my  way  of  thinking  ;  but  I  would 
not  be  bound  to  go  through  thick  ana  shin 
with  either  fide.  When  1  faidon  the  other 
page,  I  was  neverthelefs  inclined  to  do  it 
with  them  ;  it  was  becaufe  1  was  informed 
there  was  nothing  to  be  agitated  beioie 

K  2  my 
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my  petition  came  on,  but  'what  was  truly 
conftitutional. 

From  the  above  confederations,  I  was 
juft  going  to  accept  of  the  fupport  of  the 
oppofition,  when  myfather arrived  in  town. 
I  told  him  what  I  was  doing,  and  that  not 
being  fully  informed  of  the  fentiments  of 
my  friends  in  Scotland,  I  was  a&ing,  to 
the  beft  of  my  own  judgment,  in  an  af¬ 
fair  which  I  thought  molt  nearly  concern¬ 
ed  myfelf. 

He  was  of  opinion  I  was  aifting  wrong; 
became  the  miniftry,  he  thought,  could 
give  me  the  greateft  fupport  ;  that  they 
had  not  yet  retraced  their  promife  of  it ; 
and  that  my  friends  would  rather  have  me 
lofe  my  feat,  than  be  under  obligation  for 
it  to  the  other  people.  He  added,  or  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  I  was  not  the  prin¬ 
cipal  concerned  in  this  affair;  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  family-intereft  in  the  county 
was  the  chief  purpofe  of  giving  me  the 
feat  in  Parliament,  and  of  the  trouble  my 
friends  were  at  in  getting  it  fecured  ;  I 
ought  therefore  to  have  done  nothing 

without  their  advice  and  approbation. - - 

This  reafoning,  cf  courle,  altered  my 
proceeding.'- — -As  long  as  I  thought 

myfelf 
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myfelf  the  perfon  chiefly  interefted  in  the 
confequences  of  my  fitting  in  Parliament, 
I  had  ailed  as  I  thought  was  my  duty  j 
being  little  concerned  how  long  I  was  in 
the  Houfe,  provided  I  could  but  ail  mv 
duty  to  the  beft  of  my  underftanding 

while  I  fat  there. - But  I  now  think  it 

incumbent  on  me  to  be  paflive ;  at  leaft 
till  the  petition  is  over  j  and  then,  if  my 
Lord  your  father  fhould  find,  that  in  my 
conduit  I  am  going  contrary  to  his  poli¬ 
tical  principles,  it  certainly  will  be  juft 
that  I  fhould  refign  to  fomebody  who,  in 
confcience,  can  vote  entirely  with  him. — 
Your  Lordlhip  knows  already,  that  I  think 
myfelf  refponfible  for  my  public  conduit 
to  the  whole  people  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  is  what  all  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
Commons  ought  to  be but  in  effeit  they 
are  not  fo ;  for  where  property  is,  power 
will  be  alfo  ;  and,  it  is  but  equitable, 
that  your  father  fhould  have  his  additional 
fhare  in  the  legiflature,  as  well  as  the  other 

peers. - Let  all  therefore,  my  dear  Lord, 

pafs  in  good  humour  j  and  prevent  me 
from  forfeiting  the  efteem  of  thofe,  for 
whom  in  this  world  I  have  moft  refpedl 
and  regard. 


POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

S  thefe  Letters  were  not  originally  in- 


il l  tended  for  the  public,  I  hope  nothing, 
faid  in  the  conclufion  of  this  laft,  will  be  inter¬ 
preted  as  if  I  meant  to  boaft  of  the  integrity  of 
my  own  conduct.  1  have  really  no  fuch  defign ; 
for  I  am  well  aware,  that  whoever,  now-a-days, 
pretends  to  a  greater  lhare  of  public  fpirit  than 
his  neighbours,  is  commonly  ridiculed  as  an 
enthufiaft  or  an  impoftor. — A  ding  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  as  I  did  (however  detrimental  to 
my  own  private  intereft)  was  certainly  no  more 
than  my  duty.  Others  may  have  aded  with 
equal  honeiiy  and  fincerity  in  oppofition  to  my 
opinion.  Befides  a  difference  of  judgment  to 
be  allowed  for,  in  the  confideration  of  almofi: 
every  fubjed,  are  there  not  many  members  of 
the  Houle  of  Commons,  who  feem  to  be  guided 
by  a  conviction,  that  it  is  criminal,  in  any  thing, 
to  oppofe  the  will  of  the  King  ?  And  who  can¬ 
not,  in  their  minds,  make  the  diftindion  be¬ 
tween  the  refped  due  to  the  man,  whom  in  pri¬ 
vate  life  they  muft  efteem,  and  the  regard  to 
be  paid  by  the  fenator  to  the  head  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  in  proportion  to  the  difinterefled- 
nefs  of  his  public  ad  ions.— — There  are  others 
who,  by  habit  and  cuftom,  are  alfo  inclined  to 
be  arbitrary  * — having  travelled  or  refided  in 
other  countries  of  Europe,  they  have  been  ufed 
to  fee  a  rnoft  fubmiffive  deference  paid  to  the 
opinions  of  men  in  powers  while  the  people, 
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beneath  a  certain  rank,  were  treated  almoft  as 
flaves  it  is  natural,  therefore,  in  thofe  gentlemen 
travellers,  to  look  down  upon  the  lower  dais  of 
people  in  their  own  country  as  a  diftinft  race  of 
beings,  defpicable  and  worthlefs  to  defpife 
them  as  the  mere  fcum  of  the  earthy  void  or  un¬ 
derftanding,  deftitute  of  virtue,  and  not  born 

to  the  common  rights  of  humanity. - Others 

again,  for  want  of  reflection,  or  of  making  the 
proper  ufe  of  their  own  underftanding,  carelef- 
ly  pin  their  faith  on  the  fleeve  of  fome  great 
man,  who,  they  take  it  for  granted,  muft  know 
every  point  of  legiflature  much  better  than 
they ;  and  thus  they  never  give  themfelves  the 
trouble  to  reafon  on  any  one  queftion  that  comes 
before  them.  Yet  fome  of  them  I  have  known, 
who,  in  articles  of  religious  faith,  are  fo  fcru- 
puloufly  incredulous,  as  to  refufe  their  belief  to 
every  thing  which  cannot  be  made  evident  to 
their  fenfes  ;  and  fo  curioufly  inquifitive,  fo  con¬ 
fident  of  their  own  underftanding,  as  to  de¬ 
mand  proofs  of  the  poflible  exiftence  of  things, 
which  human  knowledge  of  itfelf  can  never  ac¬ 
count  for  * . -  -Their  caution,  with  regard  to 

the  concerns  of  the  next  world,  may  be  com¬ 
mendable  ;  but,  it  were  to  be  wiihed,  they 
would  be  equally  cautious  and  inquifitive  about 
the  real  interefts  of  their  conftituents,  which, 
with  due  attention  and  information,  it  is  with¬ 
in  the  reach  of  every  man’s  capacity  to  compre¬ 
hend. 
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